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Spring celebrated in
edgewood park

Lovers of Edgewood Park welcomed spring
with several events and new attractions — all
amid the beautiful backdrop of flowering
trees and brilliant green grass.

Trees around the duck pond in full bloom April 24

Community volunteers, cyclists, bocce
players, picnic-goers, birders, hikers and
artists were among the groups who took
inspiration from the park this spring.

On April 25, more than 200 volunteers from
Comcast Cable and Southern Connecticut
State University descended on the park for a
mass cleanup of winter debris. The
volunteers worked for hours to pick up trash
in the park and otherwise get it ready for
spring. Later, Ranger Harry Coyle led an
effort to remove trash from along the West
River using a boat. And FOEP held a clean-
up around the gazebo area in preparation for
ArtWalk. Thank you volunteers!

Also on April 25, hundreds of cyclists from
all over New Haven cruised through the
park as part of the Rock to Rock cycling
tour, from East Rock to West Rock.
Volunteers from FOEP cheered on the riders
and provided refreshments for the crowd.
Thank you to the event organizers who
made this fabulous party possible!

The next day, FOEP inaugurated the
refurbished bocce court along Edgewood
Avenue with some bocce games and biscotti

and coffee. Thank you to the Parks
Department for its work to fix the court and
install a sign nearby. Also thank you to the
Tremain Foundation for grant money to buy
the sign and fund other work on the bocce
court. Other improvements in the park are
planned for later this year. A bocce set is
available for sign-out whenever the Ranger
Station is open. Call 946-8028 for
information.

The city this spring installed two picnic
areas in the park — around the gazebo and in
the grove of birch trees near the playground.
FOEP is working with the city to fix
benches along the duck pond and to
complete other maintenance activities.

Migrating birds have filled the park with
song and flashes of color this spring. Birders
identified 15 species of warblers, plus many
other species, during a guided birding walk
through the park May 8.

And on May 9, the annual ArtWalk event
brought music, theater and activities for
children to the park. Children, and a few
adults, flocked to FOEP’s craft table to
make pressed-leaf coasters, just in time for
Mother’s Day giving.
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Making Pressed-Leaf Coasters at ArtWalk

Finally, hikers have enjoyed the park all
spring with Ranger Harry Coyle’s regular
Tuesday and Thursday nature walks for



seniors and for hikers of all ages. See page 2
or www.westvillect.org for future activities.

Juneteenth comes to

edgewood park

The women’s support group SWANA.
(Sisters with a New Attitude) is planning a
celebration in the park June 20 for
Juneteenth — the commemoration of the end
of slavery in the United States. The event is
scheduled to begin at noon with historical
reenactments, music, food and activities for
children and families. Reenactments will
happen throughout the park, and other
activities will take place around the Ranger
Station. The event is free, and everyone is
invited. Contact 498-4184 for information.

Annual wine and
cheese party june 7

FOEP will hold its annual wine and cheese
reception for members on June 7 from 4-6
on the wildlife viewing platform, off the trail
at the corner of Edgewood and Yale
Avenues. Come meet other FOEP members
and enjoy the display of wild flag and red-
winged blackbirds. Nonmembers can join at
the door — please bring a friend or neighbor.
Before the party, join hikers for a walk in
celebration of Connecticut Trails Day. Meet
at the gazebo at 3 p.m.

Family fun at

farmer’'s market

FOEP will hold free Family Fun Days at the
CitySeed Farmer’s Markets the last Sunday
each month this summer and fall. The first
farmer’s market is June 21 from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. See www.cityseed.org for information
about the market. FOEP’s family activities
start at 11 a.m. Other Family Fun Days are
planned for July 26, Aug. 30 and Sept. 30.

Please volunteer

Because of city budget cutbacks, the Parks
Department is seeking qualified volunteers
who can help park rangers run canoeing
trips and provide safety guidance for the
climbing wall at city events this summer.
Interested volunteers should call Martin
Torresquintero at the Parks Department at
946-8027.

New Haven
k City of New Haven

Department of Parks, Recreation & Trees

/w 720 Edgewood Avenue

New Haven, CT 06515

New Community

garden update

The city Parks Department is still working
with people who are interested in planting a
community garden in the park. The group is
trying to find a suitable site and work out
how the garden might be constructed and
run. The Parks Department has said it would
attend a community meeting with FOEP to
discuss the feasibility of a community
garden once a site is selected. For
information, contact project coordinator
Doreen Oboyski at 946-8027.

Third annual foep
community picnic

Everyone is invited to the third annual
FOEP Community Picnic in the Park on July
12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The picnic will
center around the lawn by the Ranger
Station. FOEP will set up volleyball and
bocce for everyone to enjoy. Bring your own
lunch, plus something to share if you’d like.
FOEP also will provide some drinks and
snacks. Other sports equipment, musical
instruments and games are welcome.

FOEP will hold its board meetings at the
Ranger Station on June 1 and July 6 from
6:30 — 8:30 p.m. Please come and meet your
neighbors and discuss activities and
concerns about the park. Contact Deirdre
Fox at 387-1283 if you would like to be on
the agenda. Other events in the park through
June (all events meet at the Ranger Station
unless otherwise noted). Call Ranger Harry
Coyle at 946-8028 for information:

e May 21: Spring Nature Walk, 3:30-

4:30 p.m.

e May 26: Senior Nature Walk, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.

e June 11: Senior Nature Walk, 3:30 —
4:30 p.m.

e June 16: Explore Life in the
Edgewood Park Duck Pond, 3:30 —

4:30 p.m.

e June 23: Senior Nature Walk, 1:30-
2:30 p.m.

e June 25: Summer Nature Walk, 9:30
—10:30 a.m.



